
YouGov / Countryside Alliance Survey Results

Sample Size: 1041 Scottish adults

Fieldwork: 17th - 21st December 2015

Total Con Lab Lib Dem SNP Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-59 60+ ABC1 C2DE Urban
Town and 

Fringe
Rural

Weighted Sample 1041 139 228 70 468 498 543 124 247 371 300 489 552 719 134 188

Unweighted Sample 1041 131 245 69 478 548 493 124 131 460 326 577 464 721 131 189

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

Which issues will have the most influence on your vote 

in the Scottish Parliament elections in 2016?

[Full verbatim answers on Tab 1]

NHS 23 35 29 27 20 15 31 20 15 24 31 24 22 22 27 26

Economy 17 23 16 24 17 19 14 16 16 17 17 20 14 16 17 18

Education 15 22 16 15 13 12 17 20 12 13 17 17 13 13 19 17

Scottish Independence 12 13 8 18 12 13 10 14 15 7 13 14 9 11 6 18

Tax 8 14 11 23 5 9 8 4 10 9 7 11 6 9 8 7

Immigration 7 8 9 7 7 5 9 2 2 10 10 6 8 8 5 5

Welfare benefits 6 5 8 5 6 5 7 3 3 8 7 4 8 6 8 6

Government's performance 5 6 5 8 5 7 4 3 6 7 4 5 5 5 6 7

None / Nothing will influence my vote 4 6 3 0 4 6 2 4 7 4 2 5 4 5 2 3

Who has the best policies/candidates 3 4 2 5 5 5 2 3 3 3 4 3 4 4 3 3

Housing 3 0 1 5 3 2 3 4 3 3 2 2 3 3 1 3

Crime and Police 3 4 4 6 2 2 3 4 1 2 4 3 2 2 2 4

Europe 3 0 6 0 4 4 3 8 5 1 3 4 3 4 4 1

Employment and Jobs 3 2 4 3 3 2 3 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 4 3

Social care 2 0 1 0 2 2 1 0 3 1 2 1 2 1 2 2

The environment 2 0 0 1 3 2 1 6 1 2 0 2 1 2 1 2

Fairness and Equality 1 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 0 1 2 1 1 1 0 2

Family life & childcare 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 1 5 0 0 0 2 2 0 0

Trident 1 0 0 0 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 1

Pensions 1 2 3 3 1 1 2 0 0 0 4 1 2 2 1 1

Transport 1 4 0 2 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 2 0 0 2 2

Other 6 3 2 8 8 8 4 5 6 6 7 6 6 6 8 3

Not applicable 5 4 3 0 4 6 4 9 10 3 2 3 7 5 7 4

Don't know 13 3 17 7 12 8 17 20 13 12 10 11 14 13 13 12

Age Social Grade
Living in Urban / Rural / Town and 

Fringe
Vote 2015 Gender

1 © 2015 YouGov plc. All Rights Reserved yougov.co.uk



Sample Size: 1041 Scottish adults

Fieldwork: 17th - 21st December 2015

Total Con Lab Lib Dem SNP Male Female 18-24 25-39 40-59 60+ ABC1 C2DE Urban
Town and 

Fringe
Rural

Weighted Sample 1041 139 228 70 468 498 543 124 247 371 300 489 552 719 134 188

Unweighted Sample 1041 131 245 69 478 548 493 124 131 460 326 577 464 721 131 189

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

Age Social Grade
Living in Urban / Rural / Town and 

Fringe
Vote 2015 Gender

Which of the following issues will have the most 

influence on your vote in the Scottish Parliament 

elections 2016? (Please tick up to four)
NHS 58 54 69 58 57 50 64 52 53 58 64 57 58 59 51 55

Economy 39 53 37 49 37 43 35 26 33 42 45 43 35 36 40 49

Scottish independence 31 30 16 29 41 36 27 36 32 31 29 33 29 32 28 29

Immigration & Asylum 29 46 31 17 23 26 31 15 23 31 36 27 30 30 19 31

Education 28 31 35 28 23 26 30 42 29 24 26 35 22 28 29 28

Welfare benefits 28 21 29 17 33 24 31 16 29 34 24 20 35 29 27 23

Tax 24 44 26 33 18 29 20 12 23 28 26 29 20 23 27 26

EU Referendum and Europe 17 17 12 18 17 18 17 23 13 13 23 20 15 18 15 18

Pensions 17 12 26 12 17 16 17 2 4 17 32 16 17 16 15 18

Housing 14 4 15 16 16 14 14 10 15 16 12 10 18 16 15 7

The environment 10 4 4 10 14 12 8 19 10 8 8 12 8 9 11 14

Family life & childcare 9 4 6 6 10 4 13 7 17 8 3 7 9 10 7 6

Transport 8 10 12 10 7 12 5 8 13 6 8 11 6 8 6 10

Land reform 5 3 1 2 10 6 4 5 7 5 5 4 6 5 10 4

Animal welfare 3 3 2 0 3 1 4 3 2 3 3 2 3 2 6 4

Hunting with dogs 2 5 3 1 2 0 4 2 2 3 3 2 3 2 4 5

None of these 3 1 3 5 1 4 1 4 3 3 2 2 4 3 2 2

Don’t know 5 3 5 4 5 4 7 14 8 4 1 5 5 5 9 6

Do you think it is acceptable for farmers to shoot foxes 

for the purposes of protecting their livestock?

Very acceptable 28 41 31 31 22 33 23 15 21 29 37 27 28 26 29 32

Fairly acceptable 36 45 33 46 34 34 38 34 33 37 38 42 31 37 37 34

TOTAL ACCEPTABLE 64 86 64 77 56 67 61 49 54 66 75 69 59 63 66 66

Not very acceptable 17 7 15 17 19 16 18 25 22 16 12 16 18 18 17 15

Not acceptable at all 10 3 7 0 15 7 12 11 9 11 8 8 12 9 7 12

TOTAL NOT ACCEPTABLE 27 10 22 17 34 23 30 36 31 27 20 24 30 27 24 27

Don’t know 9 4 14 6 9 10 9 15 15 8 4 7 11 10 10 7

The current law in Scotland bans the hunting of wild 

animals (such as foxes) using dogs, but allows farmers 

to use dogs to flush out and shoot foxes on their land. 

Do you think this law should or should not be changed?

Should be changed - to ban the use of dogs to flush out and 

shoot foxes 37 21 31 39 44 33 39 36 41 38 31 32 41 37 33 39

Should be changed - to allow the hunting with dogs 9 20 8 13 5 9 9 7 9 8 10 8 9 8 8 13

The law should be kept as it is 40 47 47 41 37 44 36 30 34 42 47 45 35 41 40 35

Not sure 15 13 15 7 13 14 15 27 16 13 12 15 15 14 18 13
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Unweighted no. Weighted no.

Age and Gender

Male 18-24 51 61

Male 25-39 49 121

Male 40-59 252 181

Male 60+ 196 134

Female 18-24 73 62

Female 25-39 82 126

Female 40-59 208 189

Female 60+ 130 166

Social Grade

AB 287 203

C1 290 286

C2 197 208

DE 267 344

Newspaper Type

Express / Mail 114 125

Sun / Star 208 167

Mirror / Record 191 208

Guardian / Independent / Herald 107 62

FT / Times / Telegraph / Scotsman 59 62

Other Paper 138 208

No Paper 224 208

Vote 2015

Conservatives 131 139

Labour 245 228

Liberal Democrats 69 70

SNP 478 468

Other 50 31

Don’t know / No vote 68 104

Place of Birth

Scotland 831 843

Elsewhere in UK 172 104

Outside UK 38 94

Recalled Referendum Vote

Yes 478 446

No 516 545

Can't remember/ Didn't vote 47 50

YouGov Scottish Weighting Data

YouGov is a member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules.  

www.YouGov.com

In addition to weighting by age, gender, and social class (weighted and 

unweighted figures shown in the tables), YouGov also weighted its raw data by 

newspaper readership, Vote 2015, Place of birth and Recalled 2014 referendum 

vote:
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