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Public oppose Government’s ‘employee-owners’ scheme 

A majority (63%) of people in Britain think that the government’s proposal for owner-

employee schemes is a bad idea, according to a YouGov poll. 

The employee-owner schemes were announced by Chancellor George Osborne in his 

speech at the Conservative Party Conference. This change in employment law would enable 

employees to receive between £2,000 and £50,000 worth of shares in the company they 

work for, but in exchange they would lose many employment rights, such as protection 

against wrongful dismissal, rights to redundancy pay and rights to ask for flexible working.  

A strong majority of those intending to vote for the Labour Party and Liberal Democrats were 

against the employee-owner proposal. Although a plurality of Conservatives also opposed 

the idea, more were in support of it than supporters of any other party. 

 46% of Tory supporters believe it is a bad idea to allow companies to offer owner-

employees schemes, while 37% think it is a good idea. 

 79% of Labour Party voters were against the government proposal, while only 9% 

were in support. 

 Amongst Liberal democrats, 64% were opposed to giving up employment rights in 

exchange for shares in the companies they work for, and 25% supported this. 

“George Osborne is clearly trying to present an idea that strikes a balance by enabling 

employers to fire people more easily, while at the same time giving employees considerable 

benefits for giving up some of their rights. However, the public opposition to this proposal 

would indicate that the Chancellor has a considerable amount of work to do to convince 

people that this is a good idea,” said Laurence Janata-Lipinski, Political Research Manager 

at YouGov.  

The Government has said that owner-employee schemes will come into effect in April 2013. 
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YouGov is an international, full service market research agency offering added value consultancy, 
qualitative research, field and tab services, syndicated products such as the daily brand perception 
tracker BrandIndex and social media analysis tool SoMA, fast turnaround omnibus and 
comprehensive SixthSense market intelligence reports. YouGov’s sector specialist teams serve 
financial, media, technology and telecoms, FMCG and public sector markets.  

YouGov is considered a pioneer of online market research and has a panel of 2.5 million people 
worldwide, including over 350,000 people in the UK representing all ages, socio-economic groups and 
other demographic types.  

As the most quoted market research agency in the UK, YouGov has a well-documented and 
published track record illustrating the accuracy of its survey methods. 
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